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mericarna rolls

These beauties were
captured by six year
old Michael Gibbon -
what a great effort!
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EditOrial FROM THE TOM ZONE

The Cuisine Artesan Food awards
caught myeyethe otherday. These
are awards handed out to hand
crafted productsand producers for
innovation and quality. | couldn't
help but marvel again atthe energy
and enthusiasm some people put
into producing top quality goods.
Farmers markets epitomise this
too but do supermarkets? Gosh
noisthe first thought.

Sherrie from Fresha was enthusing to me about the
wonderful flavours and goodness of artesan products and
how they love stocking them in their store and this made
me again think about supermarket food. Surelyitisn‘t all
bad just mass produced but what does this do to the end
product. MrWattie and MrEdmond and Mr Cadbury must
have all started out as cottage industries—small enterprises
producing quality goods that the market really liked and so
the production increased and food handling techniques
changed with it. Now we are going back and worshipping
the humble beginnings for the flavour and goodness that
mass production has taken away. Funny thingisn'tit—life!
I must say hand cooked, salted, packed chips or crisps as
they call them, from Nelson are just the best snack around
formeatthe moment.

Kim
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2010 Directory

Email kim@thetom.co.nz with details for 2010 business listings in the
TOM phone directory. If you have changed your address, phone or
are a new business please let Kim know by 20th March.

TOM dates for April
Copy and ads deadline - 26 March
Distribution — 13 April

TOM OAKURA is a free, monthly
publication, delivered on the sec-
ond Wednesday of the month to

all homes from the city limits to
OAKURA | Okato.
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Resource Consents * Land Use Consents
Topographical Surveys
Subdivisions ¢ Building Setout

1,0000s OF TITLES - COME AND SEE!
Mainly Speclalistala

Mon-Tues-Thurs-Fri 8am-6pm
Wed 8am-6.30pm
Sat 8.30am-7pm
Sun 10am-2pm

Taklng Bookings for Farm Kill
Services - Taranaki Wide

WE SLAUGHTER AND PROCESS

BEEF - PIGS - SHEEP

Wild Game

Approved by M.A.F.

Offal Removal

No Mileage Fees

Clean, Efficient, Professional
Best Sausages on the Coast
Beef hung atleast7 days WE AIM TO MEAT \'OUB HEEDS
0ld Fashioned Bacon/Hams Talk to Haines or Nikki
Organic Beef at Regular Price 85 Tasman Street, Opunake

Now selling ORGANIC BEEF
at reqular Beef Price
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" AL
PEN 7 DAYS 9am. 5pm Ph 06:752 7291
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Hello everyone,

Wishing Tara well for the delivery of her first baby due any day
now. Many of you will remember her as a former Oakura librarian.
| recently read The Wonky Donkey to the junior classes at
Oakura School and it was a huge hit. This humorous, rhyming
picture book was written by New Zealander Craig Smith. | had
as much fun reading it aloud as the children had listening to
the tongue-twisting story.

A huge thanks to Simon and Suki Bishop for donating a comfy
couch to the library. It's a great place to sit and read your
children some wonderful stories. We have a collection of
toddler books made of sturdy cardboard. A perfect size for
those little hands. Ask us about our level 1-3 new readers.
They are ideal for emerging readers. Audio picture books are
very popular with preschoolers as well.

Yes, the latest book in the No. 7 Ladies’ Detective Agency
series is now available; it's The Double Comfort Safari Club.
You can view the weekly programme on TV now, too.

We have the latest releases by your favourite authors: Lee
Childs, Josephine Cox and John Grisham. Yes, it's $1.50 to
reserve your copy but think of all the petrol, time and parking
woes you can save yourself.

We'd love to hear about your book, CD, DVD, and magazine
wish lists. Are there any titles that you’d like us to purchase
for the library?

Looking forward to hearing from you,

Karen and Vincenza

Oakura Ladies’ Book Club

Oakura Ladies’ Book Club has changed venue and is now
meeting at the Oakura Village Cafe. Meetings are open, so
please join us if you are interested in reading fascinating and
challenging books!

January brought us Digging To America by Anne Tyler, a book
that turned out to be less about foreign babies adopted from
abroad and more about belonging, family and friendship.
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini was enjoyed by members
in February; an incredible book about a boy from Afghanistan
and his efforts in finding redemption.

For more information on the Book Club please find us on
Facebook or contact the Oakura Public Library.

by Jennifer Gros

arthouselsis ki
AT THE MAYFAIR DEVON STREET N.P.

Tickets $15 from MATINEE

Butlers movies now showing in town

Sun, Mon, and Thurs nights 5.15 & 8.30 pm
Tuesday and Wednesday nights 8.30 pm

MAJOR SPONSOR

) team architecture®
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Hi folks,

Wow, what an awesome summer we're having here in Taranaki!
We've had events for Africa, with plenty more to come, and even
the weather has come to the party (well, it was sunny when |
wrote this!).

Americarna, cricket, Cliff Richard, the surf champs, WOMAD —
there's something for everyone this year. And we've just wrapped
up another great TSB Bank Festival of Lights, although we'll be
switching the lights on for Cliff and WOMAD so visitors can see
what a vibrant place we live in!

On 24 February the Council met to consider the 2010/11 Annual
Plan. Watch for more information in the media, and on our Seven
Days page in the Midweek. After an economic downturn our
emphasis with this plan has been on exercising restraint while
maintaining progress — maximum service for minimum cost. The
draft goes to the auditors after we've signed it off and then
consultation will begin on 30 March. The final plan is approved
in late June and kicks into action on 1 July.

Another thing to mention is the upcoming Taranaki War exhibition
at Puke Ariki. This exhibition is an unflinching look at the harsh
reality of war and colonisation in Taranaki. It's an absolute ‘must-
see’ and begins on 17 March — 150 years to the day after the
first shots were fired in a bloody conflict lasting 21 years.
That's all from me, but remember, please give me a call if you'd
like to discuss anything about Oakura or the wider district. My
direct lineis 06-759 6100.

Peter Tennent, Mayor

BlUmbiech

taranaki

OAKURA SEWERAGE PROJECT
CONNECTION SPECIALISTS

phone TERRY GARDNER

Oakura Sewerage Project Manager

on 06 758 7977

or 027 558 0416

To arrange an onsite visit and
obligation free quote

* plumbers
» gasfitters and
e drainlayers

98L6LNDL

www.plumbtechtaranaki.co.nz
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Letter to the Editor

Our family of four—dad, mum, and two preschool daughters
— have just returned from a holiday in Bali. And you are
wondering, so what?

Well, we have something important to share that happened to
uswhile travelling there.

Before we left we said to ourselves, let's try to leave as little
rubbish as possible behind in Indonesia... the journey began
when Alex, my husband, said, what about taking cloth nappies?
Oh no! I thought to myself, here we go... but | listened and |
was a ‘good girl" and we took 10 cloth nappies with us.

We arrived in Bali and we either had our one-year-old daughter
in no nappies or cloth nappies. | just had to rinse them and then
send them to be washed (lovely, they returned well folded and
smelling much better!!!).

So here is the bit why we would like to share this experience
with the world. If you are wondering whether to take cloth
nappies to Indonesia (and I'm sure to other countries as well, a
bit of Google search would help), doit!! Don’t think about it
forone minute. We also took some disposable German nappies
that we used in special situations such as diarrhoea, on planes,
etc. But overall, taking cloth nappies was a very environmentally
friendlyidea.

Then there was the waterissue. You are supposed to buy your
water in one litre bottles— and you have to buy, you cannot
drink from the tap. Initially we thought staying for two weeks
would be easy, we would refill our drinking bottles that we
brought from New Zealand, and we had a 20 litre bottle to refill
in our room. That made us feel happy and good in our zero
waste travel.

The problem began when we arrived in Ubud. In some places
we could refill our bottles for free, and then it got harder, to the
point where we had to get three one litre plastic bottles. But
Alex left one day, determined to get a 20 litre bottle. For few
days no one wanted to sell one, but he got one!!! Well done!
So, whatis the message we are trying to give you? Try, try and
try a bit harder and you can succeed if you really want.

Straws in Bali, fruit juices everywhere... plastic straws... we
thought we'd take our own. We had a couple of metal ones, so
that helped us to reduce the amount of rubbish. We went to an
organic restaurantand they had made straws of bamboo sticks.
Whata goodidea!!! So can youimagine how many straws we
saved? How much plastic rubbish we saved? A small but
worthwhileamount... Thereis also the alternative of cornstarch
straws and they are a very good price too. Look for them, make
your own bamboo ones and say no to plastic straws— especially
when you havelittle girlsand they love them so much.

The NG

for decorating advice
you can frust

Mobile: 027 283 1276

@ Registered Master Painter New Zealand
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We also took our takeaway coffee cups. They were filled a few
times with strawberry and mango juice and, of course, coffee.
Soagain, no plastic cups, no rubbish, re-using as much possible.

[tis not that we are saints, but | thought we'd share what we
did and it may make you think. And maybe next time you may
say no to plastic bags and take your own cloth bag.

Herein New Zealand we have many festivals during the year.
For the last year our family has taken bowls, cutlery and cups to
festivals. That way we really make it zero waste. Itis nice to see
the reaction of people in the food stalls, “Wow, well done!
Good onyou mate!”

So, thisisan open invitation for you to take action, be proactive
and do what you have to do to help the earth. Really what we
want to do with this is to print a message of peace, care and
awareness that the earth, the planet, is really so polluted and
contaminated that if we don't start small and start now, then
what?

Our three-year-old daughter picks up rubbish from the beach
without being told — is this not a beautiful heritage we can
give to them?

Wishing you all peace, growth, happiness and harmony in this
New Year.

Sun Nest Team - Aileen

Oakura Fire Brigade
Greetings from all at the Big Red Truck.

We hope you all had an enjoyable festive season and are
relishing the nice warm weather.

It has been a quiet summer for the Oakura Brigade with very
few callouts.

It is with some sadness we will be saying goodbye to the Bishop
family as they move south to Dunedin in March. | am sure it
will not be goodbye, but rather see you later. We wish Simon,
Suki, Alex and Jaime all the best with their move south.

Fire Safety in Your Home

Three minutes is all it takes to lose your home and your family
to fire. If you haven't got working smoke alarms installed, go
out and get them now.

Fact: Installing both smoke alarms and a home sprinkler
system gives you, your family and your home the best chance
to survive a fire.

House fires burn very fast and emit more poisonous smoke
than ever before because of home insulation, and modern
building and furnishing materials.

Fact: You're four times more likely to survive a fire if you
have working smoke alarms in your home.

You don’t know where a fire will start so you should have
smoke alarms in every hallway, bedroom and living area, and
on every level of your home.

Fact: /f a child has planned and practised an escape plan,
they are more likely to get out alive in a house fire.
Children easily get lost or disorientated in smoke. So can adults.
Aregularly practised escape plan can save lives.

Fact: Breathing smoke from a fire can overwhelm you in
seconds (smoke is more deadly than flames).

GET DOWN, GET LOW, GET OUT. Smoke is poisonous, get
underneath it by crawling along the floor to get out.

All the best and stay safe,

Mel Breeze (Sec)



Creative Carmen’s
scholarship

As a creative youngster, Carmen Rogers remembers typing classes at school and
geography (taken only to go on a fun field trip). She was encouraged to curb her
creative talent and study to get a ‘'more traditional job’. Carmen knew early on
that these subjects would not lead to her dream job.

Now, at 37, a third year Bachelor of Visual Arts student (Fine Arts strand) at WITT,
Carmen s realising her creativity. She has enjoyed multiple style awards in several
regional Wearable Art exhibitions.

With a transcript of study results reflecting A or A- for all papers, her scholarship
application caught the eye of the Betty Loughhead Soroptimists Society, who
awarded Carmen their scholarship. The award is to enable women who are 25
yearsor older and have maintained a high level of academic proficiency, to gain or
further their qualifications. Her work with screen-printing, etching, painting and
sculpture has earned her success, but Carmen says, “I have taken directions that |
would not ordinarily have taken,” due to financial restraint at times. While thankful
for thatlearning, Carmen will use the financial assistance to expand more of her
ideas. Carmen lives on the outskirts of Oakura with husband, Che (graphicdesigner),
and daughters, Nouveau (11) and Teal (6).

By Sharon Van Dijk

¢ Herbs & Spices ¥
W Indian Curry Packets (Hear & Ear)
Y Wide range of Nuts & Lentils v
¢ Fruits & Vegetables v
3¢ Milk & Yoghurt v
Everyday In-Store Specials v

We are open 7 days a week

Monday to Saturday: 8am to 7pm
Sundays: 9am to 6pm
Public holidays 9am to 5pm
562 Devon Street East, Fitzroy Village
Ph 758 5738 / Fax 758 5748

Branches in Hawera and Stratford

Carmen with her art work.

Shane Herbert - Lawyer

Closely Held Companies

7599119

1

New Zealand Post . w

We've got Easter buns, Easter eggs and
many more Easter treats now in store

OPEN 7am - 8pm DAILY

Drmp i, St & Mondin wauz'“waﬁrmeefgou!

1129 Main Rd, Oakura. Ph 06 752 7862

Oakura

/New Homes, Kit Homes, Renovations)
Alterations, Property Maintenance,
Decks, Retaining walls, Fences,

m: 027 462 8660
h: 752 7251

J Fomes

\

DICAWAY ,

DINGO * TRUCK |
DIGGER (1.5 & 3Ton): |

Reasonable Rates * E

Call Chris now for all your building requirements R Fouraet or hire
. Available for HIRE NOW
ke W,“J“‘! 5@

_ Phone Paul Coxh

06 752 7559 or 027 269 4852

o Section Work e Lifestyle Blocks e Septic Tanks e Rubbish Removal
o Hole Boring e Rotary Hoeing e Trenching e Limited Access Sites

& fun to
 driver
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Looking at giving a
hand up, not a hand out

No doubt there are some of you who were born prior to orduring
the Great Depression of 1930-1932 when average farm incomes
for a short time dipped to below zero, and unemployment rates
peaked and, unlike later years, there was no unemployment
benefit. If you are not in that age group you have probably heard
from parents and grandparents how difficult the times were.
[t wasn't until the mid 1930’s when there were more positive
financial conditions that a full welfare state could be
established, including free healthcare, education, and state
assistance for the elderly, infirm and unemployed. Subsequent
governments have enacted legislation to allow further benefits
to be paid, including the Domestic Purposes Benefit.
The National led Government’s intention is to offer a hand up
rather than a hand out. That is why it is committed to a benefit
system that is fair to those who need help and fair to taxpayers
supporting the system.
This year the Government will spend an estimated $7.6 billion
on benefits and income support. That's more than $20 million
a day. It's critical that this money is spent effectively.
National campaigned on making changes to the welfare system.
We believe that New Zealand's benefit system is there to provide
genuine support for those who need it. We recognise that there
are people who will realistically never be able to work due to
particular medical conditions and we will continue to support
them.
But we also believe that the benefit system should not support
those who lack the will or desire to work as hard for their living
as their fellow New Zealanders.
We need to change some of the incentives in our benefit
system to encourage people into jobs. Getting people into
work is the best way to achieve good long term outcomes for
those people and their families. Long term welfare
dependency imprisons people in a life of limited outcomes and
limited choices.
This year the Government will introduce legislation to reform
benefits, in line with our election commitments. These reforms,
which we will detail soon, will:
introduce more active assessment, including getting those
receiving the Unemployment Benefit to reapply after a year
introduce greater obligations and tougher sanctions
provide support to get people into work through incentives
and training.
Our benefit reforms will focus squarely on helping people get
back to work as soon as possible, and ensuring that they do so.
These reforms will have positive effects not just for beneficiaries
and their families, but for the long-term sustainability of our
welfare system.
Jonathan Young MP

G. S Lmdsay;

(GRIMBO)

MOBILE: 027 6570148
A/HOURS: 06 752 7883
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For constituent appointments, please
contact my Electorate Office in
New Plymouth

NEW PLYMOUTH OFFICE
Corner Gill & Liardet Sts
PHONE: 06 759 1363
FAX: 06 759 1364

Jonathan Young

= MP for
:Nz: New Plymouth

OFFICE HOURS

9am - 4.30pm

Monday to Friday

EMAIL
jonathan.young@parliament.govt.nz
Electorate Agent innew Pymoutn

Jan Mason
jan.mason@parliament.govt.nz

HEYDON PRIEST - ON THE COAST

Got a lot of rubbish to clear?

77‘5? Puesto”
%m[@: &MOBIL CARDS

Small - Medium - Jumbo ACCEPTED

Surf Highway 45, Oakura 0800 SURF OAKURA
(06) 752 7753

ALLIMAJOR CARDS

OPEN 6am - 9.30pm EVERY DAY

St AUBY N_

veterinary clinic

ANIMALS IN THE FAMILY.

477 ST AUBYN ST, NEW PLYMOUTH

PHONE: 06 7513000 (24 HOURS)




Oakura BAR
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Bowls ACCOMMODATION BUILDER

The Oakura Indoor Bowls Club
is looking for new players. If HOLIDAY HOMES
you fancy a game of strategy B&B's

along with some fun and GUESTHOUSES
socialising, the Club would
love to see you. Come along Phone

gnkl\/loana”y fv;r;iggs to 06 752 7875
axura patt at /-3upm of email Ph/Fax: 06 752 4044 Mobile: 027 444 8106

contact Mike Vickers ph 752 4tomgir@xtra.co.nz
A Email: barronz@xtra.co.nz

7881 for more details.

food store + cafe

The Cuisine Arfisan Award winners have been announced
and we are proud to stock many of the winning products. The
arfisan awards are about recognizing the passion and
Who KNOWS excellence that smallNew Zealand producers devofe fo their
businesses. It's about acknowledging and supporting our
What you, want? New Zealand food heroes. Great care is taken to bring these
products to market, here is a selection of products available
at Fresha for you to enjoy with your friends and family.

2475 Surf Highway 45
OKATO

40 years of building on the coast

You may have already thought of the music and readings

you'd like to have at your funeral - but does anyone else
CLEVEDON VALLEY BUFFALO COMPANY

know? . :

: Buffalo Yoghurt — Supreme Winner =
The experienced and caring staff at Vospers Funeral Home We also stock their excellent Buffalo = “!
will help you draw up a plan so your wishes are known. Mozzarella and Ricotta.

Et;@?!

You can pay in advance or simply lodge plans at Vospers,
for future needs.

J.FRIEND & CO
For a free Funeral Planning pack, clip the coupon or New Zealand Artisan Wild Thyme Honey -
Runner Up
Phone 759 0912 The entire certified organic range of honey
____________________________ = . and gift packs are available at Fresha
For a copy of our free funeral planning kit, please clip and return this coupon to %I
Vospers Funeral Home, 257 Devon Street East, New Plymouth. %
Mime: ‘E ADDMORE PRODUCTS
e Elderflower Cordial - Runner Up
il ‘; OSPERS We also stock Sparking Elderflower and
— > Elderflower Rose for you to enjoy either at home
griefcare () 4 memberof he Funeal D Funeral Home or in our café. ;
PROPER FOODS '

Proper Crisps

The only handmade crisps made in
Australasia. 2 pack sizes available
and if you're like me, there won't
be a crumb left!

BUILDING PROJECT?

Call Martin Stephens
Mob: 0274 520 804

Wk: 06 758 0869 And over the ditch ... Gourmet Guru says she hopes fo
A/hrs: 06 752 1030 change the way people think about their food in her new role
www.clelands.co.nz as Senior Australian ofthe Year. l
. A range of Maggie Beer products are also available &
Large or small. Simple or complex. We have the team! at Fresha. '

Have a great month everyone, Il be back with

,——\—\ more food news neﬂmonﬁfmé X

c %Eash&*rﬂmqg Cnr Devon St West & Morley St, New Plymouth
= OPEN 7 DAYS | 758 8284
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A recent
kayak fishing
trip up to the
Cliffs saw Kyle
Adams nail
this Kingi.
Greetings all,
With thegnarly south-westerlieswe got over the holiday period
3 notmanyfish were caught. However, it really started to pickup
I alk_wﬁa in Februaryfor both kayakers and surfcasters. Kayakers paddled
SURFGASTING upon big schools of Tunaand Kahawai not too far out, and
surfcasters hooked into many Kahawai offlocal beaches. One
ortwo Snapper have been recorded by surfcasters from the
Tapaueand out towards \Waitara, along with quite a few nice
Snapper caught by kayakers off the White Cliffs. We had some perfect daysup atthe
diffsin early February, however Murphy’s Law cameinto playand theyall fell onweekdays,
with only one ortwo able to take advantage and fill their catch bags.
The odd Kingi has been smoking our kayakers too. Local man, Kyle Adam, recently
managed to snag the one pictured.
Meanwhile, behind the scenes our organising team has been really busy getting
things teed up for the Third Annual Taranaki Kayak Classic. There s a feast of prizes up
for grabs, worth in excess of
about $20,000. Go to the website - www.kayakfishingclassic.co.nz
and checkitout.
Thisyearwewill again be holding the popular Charity Fish Auction, with the proceeds
going to Coast Guard Taranaki. All this is happening on the weekend of 1011 April
2010.
This month the NZ Angling & Casting Association are again holding their national
eventin the lovely Coromandel. An entourage of our members will be giving it all
they've got to bring home some of the many awards.
Don'tforget, if you want to getinto kayak fishing or if you prefer terra firma and
want to getinto beach or rock fishing, the best way to find out more is to contact
us: phone GarryHon 06-752 7055 or Debbie 06-752 7425.
Tightlines,Debbie E

Get your Kayak Fishing Competition entries in.

The Oakura Kayak and Surfcasters Club is holding its annual kayak fishing competition
onthe 10" and 11 April. Thiseventisa must do for any keen fisherman and the weigh-
in offish on the final day followed by the charity fish auction is a great occasion for those
notwanting to venture outin a kayak. Proceeds from the auction go to Coastguard
Taranakiand atlastyears eventaround $1200 was raised for Taranaki Surf Life Saving.
This year the main sponsor is Viking Kayaks who will donate a Viking Nemo 2 and a
tandem kayak to the lucky winners of the early bird entry draw. Other main prizes are a
top of the line fully rigged Viking Pro Fish fishing kayak, and a Viking Esprit Fisherman
kayak, plus thereis a $1000.00 travel voucher from Oakura Travel Centre. The total prize
pool isin excess of $20,000. Entry is $80.00. Entry forms are available from Hunting &
Fishing, Canoe & Kayak, Heydon Priest Garage, Oakura, Oakura Holiday Park and Tasman
Marine.

Headquarters for the event is Butlers Reef Hotel in Oakura and this is where kayak fishing
guru Steven Tapp will be holding.a seminar on how to set up a kayak for fishing and
where registration takes place. Steven is a writer for NZ Fishing News and is regarded
as aleading kayak fisherman. The general public is welcome to come along.

Check out wwwhayakfishingclassic.co.nz. or contact Garry Harrison ph 7527055
for more details.
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(_Canoe & Kayak

Come and see us for a complete range of
kayaks and accessories for
Fishing, Touring, Family Fun,
White Water and Multisport.
ASK ABOUT OUR GUIDED TOURS
We also have an extensive range of roofracks
in our Roof Rack Centre
Peter, Bronnie and Jeff
Canoe and Kayak Taranaki

631 Devon Rd, New Plymouth
Ph 06 7695506 or 027 6083844

Kaitake Golf Club

+

SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION
for first time members

$300.00

Full Playing Member
for the year 2010

Kaitake Golf Course is an 18 hole, picturesque course,
situated 2kms south of Oakura on
Surf Highway 45 and 15min from New Plymouth.

For more information

Phone (06) 752 7665

TIRED OF
DIETING?

Curves
ITRODUCES

Curves NEW
WEIGHT MANAGEMENT PLAN

No elaborate point systems
or eliminating foods, just
simple solutions to help
you eat better, lose weight
and keep it off for good.

Curves.com
[0\.I'ER 10,000 LOCATIONS I.'VQRLEIWIDE.]

7699586

Curves New Plymouth
Devon St West, near Morley St lights

Open lof mermiers ond non-rmembes. Vo
200% Curves Intemationa, in

W of porficipating locafions.
1 rigghts rasenvexd.




Oakura Pony Club

Pony Club eventing season isin full swing with events on most
weekends. As usual, Oakura Pony Club riders have been doing
extremely well and below are some of the most recent results.

Okato Pony Club One-Day Event, December 2009
Jordan Giltrap (on Celtic Limelight) 1*tand Georgia Ferris (My
Vagabond) 4" in the Pre-Training; Anna Hinton (Sexy B) 1tand
Lauren Moorby (Endless Spirit) 3" in the DC Under-17 years.

North Taranaki Pony Clubs One-Day Event, January2010
Paige Mackay (Nanteous Autumn Apple Blossom) 3 in the
Kindy class; Jess Knudsen (Run the Risk) 1*tand Jordan Giltrap
(Celtic Limelight) 3 in the Pre-Training; Bronte Alder (Abby
Cadabby) 3"in the Pre-Training Under-21 years; Tara Harvey
(Super Exposed) 15tin the Training class; Anna Hinton (Sexy B)
1stand Lauren Moorby (Endless Spirit) 5 in DC Under-17 years.

Hawera Horse Trials One-Day Event, February 2010
JessKnudsen (Run theRisk) 3“inthe 11,12 and 13 years.

Taranaki Area Show Jumping, February 2010

Oakura’s team were Andrea Brewster, Bronte Alder, Anna Hinton,
Tara Harvey, Jordan Giltrap and Lauren Moorby. The team came
fifth overall.

Last month the North Island Dressage Champs were held in
Taupo. A competition is held in New Plymouth a month or so
beforehand to find the best dressage riders to represent Taranaki
in ateam, and a whopping five of the team of six riders were
from the little Oakura Pony Club (it was noted that the sixth
rider, although not from Oakura, was coached by the brilliant
Dressage teacher Denise Paterson, whois from Oakura and is
the head coach of Oakura Pony Club)! The Taranakijunior team
came second overall, and the senior team came fifth overall.
Juniorteam: Jordan Giltrap (Celtic Limelight) 4", Catherine West
(The Zeuss) 7. Senior team: Kelsy Bolstad (Humming Bird)
11, Tara Harvey (Super Exposed) 15" and Hannah Trott (Waka
Ahu) 215,

Oakura Pony Club only has about four more rallies until the end
of the season. We will be finishing the season with a Pony Club
camp and local gymkhana, which will be loads of fun.

by Diane Alder

Anna Hinton riding Sexy B at the Taranaki Dressage
show, which was also a trial for the Taranaki
representative team. Anna, with four other Oakura
riders, was chosen for the team that competed at
Taupo.

Shane Herbert - Lawyer

Property & Business Deadls
7599119

C_" coast SLECTRICAL

Mobile: 027 27 27 017

Glen McDonald

REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN

CAMPBELL MOWERS

Lawn Mower Specialist with over 55 years experience!
When did you last service your lawn mower?
Does it need a new lease of life?

I it not mowing as well as it should be?

Gare for your lawn mower and it will
take care of you!

Come see Justin to get your lawn mower mowing again!

41 Beach Street, New Plymouth. Ph 05 758 2265

Email: campbellmowers@xtra,co.nz

M

Did you ever go on the Sy
that you always dreamec

Proud
sponsor
of the Leeana Hughes
Kayak Oakura Travel
Classic

Ph: 06 752 1120
or027 281 1408

Main Road, Oakura Village - Opposite Butlers
leeana@oakuratravel.co.nz
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DAKURA, - Qakura

Boardriders
Club

There was once a time when people asked “What were you
doing when President Kennedy got shot?” or, in more recent
times, “What was happening in your life when Princess Diana
took her last fateful drive in Paris, France?” Taranaki
snowboarders and skiers reminisce and ask, “Were you on the
mountain for the Big Tuesday Dump on July 10 1995 or the
Saturday known as Canada Day because of the quantity and
quality of the snow? If not, what were you doing?”

And so it is true of Taranaki surfers — there’s always time to
chat, reflect on and evaluate the quality of the surf and the
swell, and the numbers of surfers you had to compete against
for waves. Unfortunately, the conversations this summer have
mostly been about the lack of decent waves and offshore
winds. However, | ask, “What were you doing on Thursday,
4 February when a swell came up from nowhere?”

By Friday morning the word was out and I'm sure the
productivity of Taranaki that day was down due to a high rate
of absenteeism in the workforce. Let's hope those stories from
early February are overshadowed by bigger and better tales of
surfing moments.

Over the last few weeks as you've walked, cycled or driven
along the beachfront you will have seen a large group of Oakura
School children with surfboards and bodyboards enjoying
themselves having surfing lessons. We, at Boardriders, have
organised these sessions to encourage our local children into
surfing and attract young members into the Club. | am
overwhelmed with the number of children keen to participate
and their enthusiasm.

Paige Hareb was one of many students who participated years
ago when we ran similar sessions and we all know of her
successes in the sport. As this goes to print she will have
competed in her first WCT competition on the Gold Coast and
will probably be at Margaret River for her first Qualifying Series
competition. Following that, Paige and her mum Fiona Turner
are coming home for six days from 22 March, before returning
to Australia for the second WCT event at Bells Beach. | was thrilled
to hear from Fiona that Paige would love to help with the surfing
lessons while she is home. How great for our kids! Of course
Paige will be back in Taranaki in April for the TSB Bank Women's
Surf Festival. Our Club has the job of organising the catering, so
if you are able to help out in any way please get in contact with
either Paul Christophers or me, Phili Butt.

In the next TOM | will write about the Interclub Competition
being held on Saturday, 6 March, as well as our Club Champs
on 20and 21 March. Don’t forget to renew your subscription
or join so you can participate. | will also let you know how our
young club member, Jordan Hart, got onin the Billabong Grom
Competition held in Whangamata on 20and 21 February.

It was exciting to hear of a competition for Year 7 and 8 students
that is co-ordinated by Devon School and New Plymouth
Surfriders Club, and supported by the Beach St Surf Shop, and
Annette and Brian Kettle. Thisis the second year thatit has been
held. Pete Day took five boys from our school to the event on
19 February, which she said was extremely well run. The
conditions at Fitzroy Beach certainly tested the 33 boys and
four girl competitors as they battled the 3 to 4 foot gnarly surf.

BOARDRIDERS CLUB
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Children who participated in the Year 7 and 8 Surfing
competition held at Fitzroy beach on Friday 19 Feb).
From left, Jonti Hine (Oakura School), Jack O'Donnell
(Oakura School), Daniel Barron (Oakura School), Timi Te
Ua (Oakura School), Isaac Hardie Boys (Highlands
Intermediate), Angus White (Oakura School).

Many opted to ride the white water, although some of the
stronger ones managed to get out the back. The five boys, who
we can be very proud of, were Daniel Barron, Jonti Hine, Jack
O’'Donnell, Timi Te Ua and Angus White. Daniel got through to
the quarter finals and Jonti came third in the finals. The winner
was Isaac Kettle, with Ethan Tate in second place and Theo
Betteridgein fourth place.

| trust those of you who are keen on skateboarding or
snowboarding were able to watch over and over again in awe
as American Shaun White demonstrated why heis the greatest
halfpipe rider in the world at the recent Winter Olympics. |
wonderwhat he could do on a surfboard!

Philippa Butt

{ 15X ABOUT OUR SPECALS
1 DAY HIRE SPECIALS
WEEKEND SPECIALS

NEED A BIGGER BIN??
GET TWO BINS DELIVERED
AT THE SAMETIME

'GOOD OLD FASHIONED
KIWI SERVICE”

“T597134 021774910

email coastwide.tremaine@xtra.co.nz
web link.search coastwidebins
: %

PLUMBING, GASFITTING
DRAINLAYING
& SOLAR HEATING

Stockists of:
+Gas Appliances *Wood Fires +Solar Heating
*Plumbing Supplies#RV Fit and Supply

Phone: 06 756 8290




Bayleys Mountain to
Surf event

This year’'s Mountain to Surf on Saturday 6th March saw a
swag of locals enter and TOM caught up with a few of them
before the big day to see how prep was going and why they
entered. We asked them a few questions and this is what they
had to say.

Bob Fleming and Carol Dawkins
Team profiled by Bob Fleming

Why did you enter?
Carolmade me!!

What does the race involve for you?
2 x21kmlegs, oneeach.

Is this the first time you have entered?
Yes.

What training have you done?
Not enough!! Xmas gotin the wayJ | started running in
September after a “few” years off. Was going good till the
Big Fat Man in the Red Suit arrived!

What are your strengths?
| have a sense of humour.

What do you hope to achieve?

Tofinishin one piece and preferably not on a stretcher) Atthe
end of the day, I'm back out there running and that is a good
thing.

Kim Harrison and Mark Birdsall
Team profiled by Mark Birdsall
Why did you enter?

To run the complete marathon but have had to fall back to the
14, due toinjury and lack of training.

distances each week on a Saturday. I've used the training
programme on the NP Harriers website as a guide.

What are your strengths?
Keeping to the programme!!! Thanks to my great running
partner Kim Harrison! And determination.

What do you hope to achieve?
[twas to finish the run, now it’s to geta good time and enjoy it!

Claire Florence and Fe Brown

Team profiled by Claire Florence

Why did you enter?

It was a goal of mine to run a half marathon by a certain age!!
And thatage happensto be attheend of thisyear . ..

What does the race involve?
Marathon run asateam.

Is this the first time you have entered?
Yes.

What training have you done?

[ followed a training programme which was running five times
aweek. Runs can be from 30min to 2hrslong.

What are your strengths?
Keeping to the programme!!! Thanks to my great running
partner Kim Harrison!

What do you hope to achieve?
It was to finish the run, now its to get a good time!
Profile by Fe Brown

Why did you enter?
Claire got me at a moment of weakness during New Years

What does the race involve for you?
Lots of dedication, commitment and

What does the race involve
you?
2 xlegsof 21 kms each.

Is this the first time you have
entered?

No, firstentered in 2008.

What training have you done?
Been training since October but have
had the last few weeks off due to a
muscle strain.

What are your strengths?
Dogged perseverance.

What do you hope to achieve?
Anythingunder 2 hrsisfine, under 1:45
will be great.

Profile by Kim Harrison

Why did you enter?
To challenge myself.

Is this the first time you have entered?
No, Iran the 2nd halflast year, thisyear I'm trying the 1st half.

What training have you done?
Have increased my running, mainly by running the longer

aw

This page is generously sponsored by STEVE THOMAS, PAINTER and DECORATOR.
Ph 752 7659. Mobile 027 263 3084

plenty of good food, Ohyeah!

Is this the first time you have
entered?
Yes.

What training have you done?
Not as much as | should have, having
been asked only seven weeks ago. | have
a programme which guides me, solam
running five days a week with one of
those being up to 20 odd kilometres.
The others are between 8- 12kilometre
runs.

Jane Martin & Lauren Andreoli
B 06 759 5196 = jane.martin@bayleys.co.nz
Licensed Real Estate Agents (REAA 2008)

What are your strengths?
Breathing — it does help when I'm
running.

What do you hope to achieve?
Asense of self satisfaction, knowingiif |
put my mind to something | really can
doit.

Shane Herbert - Lawyer
Civil Litigation
7599119
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Nici Palmer - Sculptoress

To me, artis a living organism and this is exemplified in Nici
Palmer’s stone sculptures. | am no art expert but good art speaks
to me and Nici’s sculpture has a voice and a spirituality,
possibly unique to her art.

Nici Palmer is a local multimedia artist, now specialising in
sculpture. She has dabbled in various art forms all her life
beginning with photography while a child. In the early days
of the first café in the Govett-Brewster Art Gallery, nigh on 40
years ago, Nici dwelt on the fringes
of this Bohemian lifestyle, mixing
with the arty farty but mostly
developing a passion for art. It was
here that Nici began photography
in its rawest form, making her own
gear and developing her own film.

Over the decades Nici has studied
paint, clay, joinery, metalwork,
garment construction and pattern
making, finishing with a Diploma
in Art and Design from WITT.

It was in the Waikato in 2000 that
Nici found the art form of stone
sculpturing and it has been a deep
passion ever since. Nici attended a course for the unemployed
where over many months she learnt the techniques to create
stone artworks. As a group the attendees created four sculptures
that reside in Raglan today.

At a symposium in Raglan Nici brought to life a Raglan
andesite boulder in the shape of ‘Ocean Breeze'. It is a
fascinating story. Nici had the vision of sculpting a woman
with flowing hair who looked like she was windswept from
the sea, and as she was beginning her work a woman happened
to come by with the exact sort of hair that Nici was
contemplating sculpting. This woman agreed to pose and her
name was Ocean — very serendipitous. Ocean hailed from
Canada and as the artwork progressed the two women
discovered they had many mutual friends and acquaintances.
Once finished, Nici's sister bought the sculpture at auction and
it now graces her garden near the sea.

Nici's latest sculpture is a work of love. It is a marble headstone
for a dear friend, Tania Todd, who died a year ago. Nici has
created a sculpture that reflects the things Tania loved, and
carved the stone out of respect for the inspiration and
admiration she felt and still feels for Tania. The sculpture was
unveiled at the Okato Cemetery on 23 January.

Stone sculpting is hard physical work, demanding deep focus
and a clear mind but Nici says the process is unbelievable. Each
piece is a deep personal journey that she goes on alone and
then others get to enjoy the end result. Even at a symposium
where she may be surrounded by people, Nici is alone with
her stone. It seems as if the stone seduces her and she is creating
something inspired by nature that will live in the elements and
survive forever. There is enormous satisfaction in creating
something with such longevity.

Nici is keen to do commissions for people and will either design
and create an original sculpture, or work alongside a client to
create something from their own inspiration. Currently she has
pieces on sale at Kina NZ Design and Art Space but her eyes
light up when she talks about focusing on sculptures in hard
stone that people really want in their own gardens, homes or
businesses.

Contact Nici on 021-1105860 for more details.
By Kim Ferens

Nici all set to
transform a rock.
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One tonne of _
andesite carved
by Nici to
become the
beautiful ‘Ocean
Breeze’ §
sculpture.

Nici with one of
her sculptures in
Hinuera stone
called ‘Lily".

FARMERS
MARKET
TARANAKI

SATURDAY 13 MARCH
SHEARER RESERVE

9am - 12 noon

The

Girlz

Garden Cenfre
+ That’s Handy Hardware

OPEN 7 DAYS

466 Devon Street Wes+t, New Plymovtn
Ph: 06 7513313, Yax: 06 7513629
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Local club puts on
rock concert

Warea Rock is on again, bigger and better than last year, on
Saturday, 20 March. Warea Rock is held at the Old Warea Bowling
Club, which is now the Warea Croquet Club, on Main Road,
Warea. The Club was formed three years ago to make use of the
old Bowling Club, which was no longer being used. The Club
members cleaned it up and started playing croquet there once
amonth. Warea Rockisin its third year and is done primarily as
a fundraiser for the Club but also as a social event for the
community.

Warea Rock gets off the ground with seven bands, featuring
rock band Sniper Alley, Reggae band Ire Exit, and local bands
Painted Black, Alan Manu, Morgana, The Flys, and Mexican
Blackbird. Bands startat 1pm.

Tickets are $10 for pre-salesand $15 on the day; kids are free.
Tickets can be purchased at Okato Four Square and Coastal
Welders, Warea. There will be a licensed bar with BYO wine
only, and all day BBQ. EFTPOS available. Camping is available
thisyear and a courtesy van will be running until late. For more
information ring Mark Foxon 06-752 4117 or 027-2384718
and Shane Honeyfield 06-752 8268 or 027-2038111.

MITRE 10 MEGA
GARDENING
WE BUY MORE, YOU PAY LESS E...l

GARDENING WITH ROSEMARY HERB
Your March Checklist

Vegetables:
This month is an important time to be planting the
winter seedlings of beetroot, broccoli, Brussels sprouts,
cauliflower, spinach and silverbeet, but do watch out
for white butterflies.

Flowers:
It's bulb time already! Plant daffodils, tulips,
ranunculus, anemones, grape hyacinths, irises, freesias,
crocuses, etc.

Cut back, lift and divide perennials.

Feed and deadhead all roses.

Feed ornamental trees and shrubs while they are in the
active autumn growth.

5 Vickers Road
Waiwakaiho
Telephone: 759 4399
Fax: 759 5233

MITRE 10

MEGA

Home Improvement Warehouse

Monday—Friday: 7.00am-6.00pm
Saturday/Sunday & Public Holidays:
8.00am—6.00pm

Kaitake Kindergarten

Finally we have our fabulous new permanent shade over the
sandpitand swing areas. Not only does it look great, but it will
also withstand our adverse weather conditions and means that
we don‘t have to worry about maintaining the old shade fabric,
which can be prone to ripping in high winds.

The new sun shade at Kaitake Kindergarten.

This fantastic new asset to the Kindergarten will allow the children
to use the swings and sandpit areas all year round. This is so
important as the sandpitis an area where children can develop
their large motor skills through digging, moving the sand and
manoeuvring equipment.

Valuable social skills are learned too, as there can be a great deal of
negotiating for some of the very popular equipment, likethediggers.
Theshade hasbeenalong-termgoal for pastand presentcommittee
membersand parentswho have worked so hard to makeit happen,
and is thefirst stage of the playground upgrade.

Weare planning an official opening of the permanent shadein the
near futureto thankall concerned for theiramazing efforts. All the
Kindergarten families will be invited to join in the celebrations.

Shane Herbert - Lawyer

Prudent Trust Administration
7599119

GARDNA CARPET
SERVICES

For the Very B@st in Carpet Care

Phone 06 758 0837

223-225 Devon St West, New Plymouth

ll) I-larab Deken ;,

Vs

331 St Aubyn Street New Plymouth Ph/Fax 06 758 8857
Email harebdeken@clear.net nz wan harebdekenmotors.co.nz

iMVDA LMVD

7
ranakl S .
4 WHEEL DRIVE CENTRE

Afhours Mike Hareb: 06 752 7697
Ton Deken: 06 752 7405 John Kurta: 06 758 1872
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18 Saltash Street | PO Box 5034 | New Plymouth 4343
P. (06) 753 3497 | F. (06) 753 3497
E. sales@nakiprint.co.nz

DESIGN | PRINT | BIND
& Design o
"759-53
@ TOYOTA

Talk

NEW VEHICLES
SIGNATURE CLASS

LATE MODEL NZ NEW
FULL SERVICE FACILITIES
PARTS AND ACCESSORIES
WOF's
WARRANTY SALES

é‘fman Toyota &

585 -595 Devon St East, New Plymouth
Ph: (06) 769 9933 Fax: (06) 757 9329
www.tasman.toyota.co.nz

Cnr Tukapa St and Sanders Ave, Westown
Ph: (06) 753 2397

The 2nd vintage
from our vineyard
is now available -
Okurukuru
Pinotage 2009,
offering red
berry and
cherry aromas
with subtle
delicate
tannins and
a lingering,
elegant
finish.

Opening hours:
Tuesday to Sunday 10am to 7pm

Ph 06 751 0787

STILL BATTLING TO GET
INTO THAT PAIR OF JEANS?

If you want to choose a life of energy, activity and healthy eating,
you need a brilliant Action Plan to help you live the life you would
prefer to live. You need the Optifast® VLCD™ programme!

The Optifast® VLCD™ programme combines a clinically proven,
very low calorie diet with an extensive and flexible lifestyle
programme. Come and talk to Sarah or Colleen for advice and
support to help you achieve your weight management goals.

OPTIFAST.. OPTIFAST.. OPTIFAcT ;

BAR BAR RAR
E == | lm"“
s et =

SPECIAL OFFER

while stocks last

Buy 1 box Optifast bars
and receive a second box at half price

okurukuru
738 Surf Highway 45

www.okurukuru. co .nz

=

Oakura Pharma

Surf Highway 45, Oakura. Ph (06) 752 7557 ‘

Your coastal community pharmacy

Nﬂ;ﬁ@@

- |LAWNS "N" MORE

itineeds;d

Waterblasﬁng ’

Hygienist
Appointments
Available

270 Carrington Street New Plymouth Ph 06 753 6298
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OoaKura school

Senior students get
extra swimming
training

This year the Year 7 and 8 students of Rooms 10 and 11 at

Oakura School are taking partin an extra swimming programme
with swimming instructor Julie Nielson. This programme

New teachers start at
Oakura School

This year we have two new teachers at Oakura School, Mr
Richard Rudman, who is teaching Years 7 and 8 in Room 11,
and Miss Megan Simpson, who is teaching Years 5 and 6 in
Room 9.

Mr Rudman has recently married and moved from Auckland,
and Miss Simpson has moved to Taranaki from Rotorua. We
are very happy that they have joined our school community
and hope that they have a great year at Oakura School.

includes four one-hour sessions at the New Plymouth Aquatic
Centre and three more sessions where Mrs Nielson will be coming
toteach atthe school pool. The programmefinisheswithatrip B8 T 3
to the beach where we will be putting our newlylearntskillsto
useinthe ocean!

We have taken one trip to the Aquatic Centre already on 9
February and we have learnt many survival strokes like swimming
on your side and different versions of backstroke and breast
stroke that many of us had never heard of before. We are working
to master these strokes so that we are able to use them in the
futurein case of need.

We also worked on simple strokes like freestyle, backstroke and
breaststroke so that Mrs Nielson can put us into groups for
furtherinstruction atour appropriate levels.

We all enjoyed our first session and are looking forward to
more sessions with Mrs Nielson over the next few weeks.

Jessie Webster (aged 12 years)

_ S \ o W S
New teachers, Miss Megan Simpson and Mr Richard
Rudman.

hah,

Molly Cattell (aged 12 years)

On Monday, 15 February the middle school syndicate of Oakura School went on
a field trip to the Oakura River. They met with Mr Archer from the New Plymouth
District Council to test the water quality of the river.

The testing system is on a scale of 0—-120; 120 or more meaning excellent water
quality. To get a score, the students had to find and identify creatures that live in
the river. Each creature had a score in the range of 1-10; 1 meaning the creature
doesn't hunt for good quality water and will just settle anywhere, and 10 meaning
d the creature is extremely fussy and will only live in top quality water.

The students found 19 different creatures, and to get the total score for our river
they added up all the scores of the creatures they found, divided it by 19 and
added 20. The total score for Oakura River was 96.

Ninety-six is not a bad score, but people still need to be conscious of the fact that
it is our job as a community to keep our rivers and streams healthy. Litter and
chemicals do not belong in our river, so let’s keep them out.

Amy Benton (aged 12 years)

btw company

surveyors . planners . engineers . land & g--s services

Call your local Oakura surveyors
for a chat about your next project:
Phil Dickey . Grant Aitken
Graeme Johnston . Jason Sole
Phone: 06-759 5040

Email survey@btwcompany.co.nz Web www.btwcompany.co.nz

WA

_| iy r | f
Cnr. Courtney & Eliot
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omata scnool

Upcoming Events

March

11 Early finish 12.30pm
Teachers’ Union Meeting

16 Year 7/8 swimming display
(Aquatic Centre) 9.30am

18 Playgroup 9-11am

30 3D conferences
Early finish 12pm

31 3D conferences

Don't suffer

from PC rage!
Call

Early finish 12pm services
April
pr David Skurr
1 Playgroup

752 1344
Mobile 0275 268 193

davespcservices@xtra.co.nz

Term 1 ends 3pm
2 Good Friday
19 Term 2 begins

Introducing Our Lead Ambassadors for 2010
Hamish Dunn, Olivia Holt, Jade Megaw and Catherine Barlow.

All students in Year 7 and 8 have the opportunlty to become
ambassadors and be trained in peer mediation and support.

We appreciate the help that our RTLB, Adrienne Ansley, gives
us to train and guide these students to become responsible
leaders. Our four lead ambassadors play a key role in leading
the student council, representing the school at events,
welcoming visitors and buddying up with our new entrants.
Next term the Year 8's will be attending the Young Leaders’
Conference in Rotorua so they are busy fundraising for this.

FOR FUN, SAFETY WATER AWARENESS AND PLAYING
THE SWIM SCHOOL WAY... GO TO THE PROFESSIONALS

SWIM SCHOOL
W$A4
24

THE. BHTHI nG comPam

Call Marion Vermeulen
06 758 0212

e: maswimco@xtra.co.nz

14 Puni Street, Fitzro
NEW PLYMOUT
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New Staff

The beginning of Term 1 has seen a
new face welcomed to the teaching
staff at Omata School.

Alexandra (Alex) Hood has joined the
Omata junior syndicate and is the school’s
new Year 2 teacher in Room Five.

Alex completed her teacher training at
Christchurch in 2009; she is, however,
originally from Timaru and during her
primary years attended a four-classroom
school not too dissimilar to Omata.
When her partner, a chemical
engineer, secured employment in Taranaki, Alex set her sights
on finding a teaching position in a semi-rural school in the
region, preferably teaching children between Year 1 and 4.
The vacancy teaching the Year 2 class at the ‘Best Little School
in the West' fitted the bill perfectly.

Alex says although she enjoyed the experience of teaching in
large schools during her teacher training, she still prefers the
smaller school environment. She goes on to say that the
community feeling you get at a small school is really special
and she likes the fact that at a smaller school the entire
teaching staff is able to work together collaboratively. She also
thinks it's important that children across all age levels are able
to play and interact together and are not separated as they
often are at larger schools.

When | spoke with Alex it was the second week of the term
and the Community BBQ and Meet The Teacher Night had just
been held. She says she really enjoyed the opportunity to meet
the parents of her students as well as other families from the
Omata School community.

Her class of 19 students, which is predominantly boys, are a
great bunch of children and Alex says they are settling into
the new school year really well.

Finally, when asked what she hopes to bring to her new role
at Omata School Alex told me that she is “passionate about
literacy ” and that she hopes to bring fresh and new ideas to
her teaching role.

By Jackie Tomlinson

New teacher,
Alex Hood.

24 HOUR ASSISTANCE
FOR URGENT OR
COMPASSIONATE TRAVEL

For all your business and
holiday travel requirements

STARS TRAVEL
11 Devon 3t West, P O Box 814, New Plymouth
Phone: 06 757 9795 Fax: 06 758 5292
email: maree.schumacher@starstvl.co.nz
Affer hours phone
Brent or Maree Schumacher
on 06 753 4711 or mob 021 478 277

STARS TRAMVEL

INTEARMATIONAL

. First
Conporate

[ SYNERG!

Email: gm©

gs for the small grou




2009 Cup Recipient

TOM omitted to print details in last months TOM regarding Bailey Hooson and her
achievements in receiving two cups at the end of year prizegiving. They are The
Board of Trustees Cup for Academic Achievement and the Home & School Cup jointly
shared for Sporting Excellence. Well done Bailey.

National Standards

You can't help but notice there is controversy over the introduction of National
Standards and that schools, teachers, educationalists and principals are not happy
with the way these have been introduced. The Standards themselves we do not have
a problem with, they will be useful as yet another measuring tool to assess your
child’s progress.

At Omata we use many nationally levelled or normed measures including e-asttle,
PAT tests, STAR tests, numeracy testing, running records for reading and writing
progressions. This information is shared with you at 3D conferences and summarised
in reports, so you get a clear picture of where your child is at and the progress they
are making.

I do know there are some students, schools, teachers and principals who need support
to lift their achievement. This is where | would like to see the millions of dollars
going. This is what the education sector is crying out for — more Reading Recovery,
more behavioural support, more advisors, more special needs support, and action
for schools and teachers that are struggling, not more tools to measure. Your child’s
achievement and progress cannot be simplified to a Plunket style graph; it is complex.

| wholeheartedly support the Government’sintent to lift the 20% “tail’ of underachievement but the biggest problem is the link
between educational underachievement and poverty. This will not be solved by National Standards. There are wider issues at
play here. | endorse the notion that parents need to know where their child is at in literacy and numeracy, and at Omata you
will be given a clear picture of that throughout the year as well as how they are doing in many other areas of learning and
competencies.

Our outstanding teachers are doing a wonderful job and work really hard to instil in your child a love of learning and to lift their
achievement. | know we are feeling quite hurt with the “teacher bashing’ comments in the media lately as we are passionate
about the job we do and we have the best interests of children and learning at heart.

Karen

Playcentre

I dont know about allyou mums and dads out there, but | love
love love the school holidays. | love leisurely breakfasts, lazy
days and spontaneous family evening walks down the
beach. The holidays always seem to come to an end too quickly.
So does summer for that matter. But looking on the bright

side, without routine there would be no real appreciation of

holidays and without winter | would be brown and warm all Jurrermans Surveygrs Hd

the time. Hmmmmm the later sounds like a preferable option.
Anyway back to school means back to Playcentre, which is one

of my favourite places to hang out with our youngest child 5 Slte Surveys

Stone. This term has started with much enthusiasm from children

and parents alike. At every Playcentre session there are 16 areas o

of play set up for the children’simagination and learning to be » SUbd |V|S| 0 nS
stimulated. The areas of play are; clay, paint, sand, music,

collage, finger-paint, blocks, water, science, carpentry, family/ [:

dramatics, books/storytelling, outdoor/physical and » %esoume Unsents

manipulative play, (puzzles). '
Aswell asthese 16 areas of play the parents plan extra activities » ?)OU n da ry I_Ucatl [] nS
for the children that are based on the children’s interests. So

far this term this hasincluded painting terracotta flowerpots, [

planting vege plants and setting up a water slide. From these » _aSB m e ntS
activities children learnt co-ordination, creativity, expression,
turntaking, sharing, thelistis endless. Children learn so much Listen out for s’
through play and we as parents really are there first teachers. “piusic wlu:nnut_[l::':a:’s‘.

Oakura Playcentreis proving very popular. We have welcomed on 1004~ " o

many new families, some coming from New Plymouth to sunﬁz\:nﬁ;%‘;r‘ng t> 06759 0904
attend. Aswe are reaching our maximum numbers of children 5 .
(30) for our Monday and Wednesday sessions, we are looking e» Infﬂ@jUffermanSC[]nZ
forward to opening on a Friday morning next term.
Sarsha Hood

This page is kindly sponsored by Computer Wise. For sales and service of all your computing needs. Phone 757 5767. JRIC\YKeY:-U(V]:7- Nk 4




Around
Town
with
Jennifer

[

Sophie Willis at
the first tennis
match of the
season for
Oakura School.

Tessa Deacle and Olivia Cook at a fairi/ party at Pukekura
Park during the Festival of Lights Summer Scene.

Amanda Pearce with a few friends at her farewell
luncheon at The Bach at Breakwater (pictured: Alex
Thompson, Amanda Pearce, Hayley Ingram, Catherine
Deeley). A special farewell to Amanda, Jack, Max and
Saul as they head to Perth, Australia.

New Plymouth 133 Gill Street
Ph (06) 759 0414  Fax (06) 759 0412

lighthousetaranaki@xtra.co.nz
Open Hours 8:30-5:00pm Monday-Friday
www.lighthouselighting.co.nz ~ 9:00-1.00pm Saturday, Closed Public Holidays

18 T6M OAKURA

A sad farewell to the Milam family as they depart this
month for the US. Tom, Noelle, Mary Grace, James,
Caroline and Wilson head to Wilmington, North
Carolina. Thank you, Milams, for the special memories!

Custom furmture & living

Handcrafted and original designs from
local and decorative timber
by Steve Bowkett

Workshop & showroom:
39 Beach Street, Fitzroy

Ph: 027 755 1395

www.artesano.co.nz

Takeaway Menu
752 7303

BREAD
Home baked garlicbread @~ ....... $5.00
Wedges ... $8.50
Fries s $3.50
PIZZA $14.50
Hawaiian

Chicken, bacon, mushroom and cheese
Spinach, mushroom, feta and cheese

Chicken, cranberry and cheese

Fish and chips - beer battered @ ...... $13.50
Paua Fritters, salad and chips  ...... $16.50
SPAGHETTI ... $14.50

Olives, cherry tomatoes, capers, feta and parmesan

Garlic prawn, tomato and parmesan

Crunchy chicken, bacon and mushroom

BURGER . $14.50
Scott Base burger with fries

Prime beef pattie, cheese, bacon, beetroot, mixed salad
Chicken Bacon and Brie burger ..., $15.50

Open 7 days and Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun nights until further notice




TOM

CLASSIFIEDS

PHYSICAL
ILLNESS
PAIN, anxiety,
depression,
emotional
issues? Meegan
Care. Halistic
Therapy.
Qualified.
Experienced.
Pranic Healing
for illness, pain,
injury. $30 per
session. Contact
ill thoore
ph 752 4826,
www.villagehedlth.co.nz

EOR
ADVERTISING
IN TOM -
Contact Cyril
Henderson, 753
6885, or email
cyril @thetom.co.nz

Classified
advertising
Ph 0800
THE TOM

Toby's s
Builders
P

Local Family Business for over 35 years.
Qualified reliable builders

Phone for friendly, free advice on any design,
alteration, or new home idea's you may have.

Allow us to make YOUR new home idea's

Stress Free!
Phone Todd Burkett

027 228 9117 or 7527067

Would you
like
delicious,
fresh,
organic
veges
delivered
to your door?
We offer a weekly
vege box delivery

service to Coastal
Areas and NP.

Call us,

come in store

for details, or check
out our website.

coastaljorganics

See

67 Carthew St, Okato, Taranaki
ph 752 4888 or 027 602 7700

seedorganics.co.nz

For your next vehicle service -

NORTHCOTT

A
[

& European

northcottsubaru.co.nz

NEW & USED VEHICLES

Specialists in servicing

Subaru, BMW, Peugeot, Mercedes

189 Devon Street West, New Plymouth
ph; 06 7595224 fax; 06 7595229

butiensiree

Good Friday 2 April

KORA!!

Kora recently played at the Big Day Out
in Auckland and are now looking
forward to finally playing at Butlers Reef!

Tickets are $35 available from Butlers Reef
and Crowded House in New Plymouth.
Doors Open 7pm

Bus will be running from Crowded House
at 6.30pm and returning after the gig - $5 each way

Butlers Reef, 1133 Main South Rd, Oakura
Ph 06 7527765

info@butlersreef.co.nz

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER
(11-3pm &5 -9pm)

glen design

kitchens bathrooms furniture

NKBA Kitchen Designer of the year 2008
gé

Showroom, Corner Eliot & Molesworth St New Plymouth

www.glenjohnsdesign.co.nz

" potcare needs

¢ BIRDS ¢ FISH ¢ PUPPIES ¢ KITTENS, etc

¢ FRESH MEATS e PET ROLLS
¢ BIRD SEEDS ® PREMIUM FOODS
e ALL ACCESSORIES

The Richmond Centre,
Egmont St New Plymouth

Ph 06-7590190
OPEN 7 DAYS - FREE PARKING

L2
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ECO Pressure
Sewer Systems

Case Study: Mangawhai

Over 180 ECO Pressure Sewer
Systems were selected:

* Mono designed and manufactured
to suit New Zealand's Unigue:
environment b

Built-in €lectronic over
protection ensuring int

the whole reticulation networkis
maintained

Mono's GE0 high performance y
pump enabled optimisation of the
Z network design

s " 4
Dry well mounted pumip feredse of
installation, lower opetafing cosf

“The driving force in this project has been the
protection of the environment — Mangawhai's
beautiful harbour and waterways, and EcoCare
will deliver on that front. ™

Nell Tiller - Mayor
Kaipara District Council

Call NOV Mono to discuss how our
Pressure Sewer Systems can help
protect your environment

09 829 0333

. N2V Mono®
info@monopumps.co.nz
WWW.monopumps.com el

If you have a story that
you’d like to share

Phone 0800 THE TOM

20 T6M OAKURA

OAKURA CLUBS & GROUPS

Auric Magnetic Energy Self Healing Workshops
Mondays 10am-12 noon & 6.30-8.30pm, at the Oakura
Boardriders Club. Phone Ingrid van Amsterdam on

752 1232 for more info & registration, or email:
movetowardfreedom@Axtra.co.nz

Bellydance

Every Thursday at Oakura Boardriders Club. 7.15 to 8.30pm.
Contact Rosalina at 027 739 1380.

Country and Western Club

Every 1st and 3rd Friday from 8.00pm. Contact Betty West,
89 Wairau Rd. Ph 752 7816.

Hurford - Omata - Oakura Rural Women

Meet 2nd Wednesday each month at 1.00pm. New members
welcome. Contact Jean Kurth 751 2274.

Indoor Bowls

Mondays 7.30pm at Oakura Hall.

Ring Mike Vickers 752 7881.

JKA Karate

Tuesdays at Oakura Hall 5.30-6.30pm.

Thursdays at Oakura Hall 6.00-7.00pm.

Contact Jim Hoskin 752 7337.

Mini Groovers

Tuesday mornings 10.00am, Oakura Hall.

Gold coin donation.

Oakura Pool Club

Meets every Wednesday evening 7pm @ Butlers Reef over
winter. Ph Stu 752 7407.

Okato Squash Club

Monday Club Night.

Omata Playgroup

Every 2nd Thursday, 9.00am at the Omata Community Hall.
Ring 751 2308 for next session date. All parents and pre-
schoolers welcome.

Playcentre

Playcentre, Donelly Street.

Monday and Wednesday, 9.00 to noon.

Plunket Coffee mornings

Wednesday, 9.15am to 11.00am (please arrive before
10.00am). During the winter months, held at attendees homes
- please contact Bob Fleming 752 7048 or Fe Burkett, 752
1132, or Claire Florence, 752 7889 to find out where.
Senior Citizens

Meet Tuesdays in St James Church lounge for cards and
bowls. All welcome. Phone 753 5705 for enquiries.

St James Church, Oakura

Morning worship 10.00am, 2nd and 4th Sundays of the
month.

StJohn’s, Omata

Morning worship 10.00am, 2nd Sunday of the month.

Tai Chi

Evening classes starting 1st week Feb, Thurs 6.30pm, St
James Church, Weds 10.30am. Ph Joanna Smith Holley 752
1016 for details.

Volkswagen Club

Events range from car rallies, the YMCA climbing wall,
camping, BBQ get togethers and sharing good family times
and knowledge.

Contact Brian Goodhue,

the El Presidente 752 1290, email podsnail@xnet.co.nz

Yoga
No classes on Saturday and Keith Plummer is taking Tuesday

night from 7:30 to 9pm (same time). At Oakura Hall,
beginners are welcome.ph 752 7050.

Supporting our
community spirit
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